
Dividing Fractions

Recall: We defined a fraction m
n to mean:

m
n = m · 1

n
We define the division of two numbers as:

m ÷ n = m
n

Combining these ideas, we have that:
m ÷ n = m

n = m · 1
n

So, we can rethink division by n as multiplication by the reciprocal 1
n

This will be helpful when we are dividing by complicated numbers!

Example 1: Compute
3
2
10
9

Since we can replace division with multiplication by the reciprocal, we
can re-write this as:

3
2
10
9

We saw the reciprocal of a fraction switches the top and bottom
Example 2:

2
3
10
9
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